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S 1. IRON MOUNTAIN" _  The prospect the report outlines is tru 1.
"L - : “.QEzfuoergrtsFlzgl\ge a secret think tank .., Orwellian. It inc]udes'planm'z.d but credlble,;

R S N report prepared between 1963 and ~ % “threats” from an "enemy, a space re-;

o 1966 for’ an anonymous high-level inter- ¥ ?eagch 'xergrba{n rthtat is .dd:"r?ae:lzet:‘:b}l :&Sut;}',:_. :

R B ittee by an inter ‘" (and not su ject to open “ab

disciplmay cament committeo y tions) and deliberately unproductive,-pro-,;

disciplinary civilian Special Study Group ¢ od ,
-'(alsop anotgymous) on pthe implications of " gramed air and water pollution, computer-.'s

- world peace for the future stability of Amer-" - controlled procreation, the reintroduction . of il
ican society with recommendations to max-" " slavery and possibly of ritual-killing and- ; B
‘imize present and future Government policy " :genocide. Since the effectiveness of some of
-options. : ' B these methods would be severely compro- -, .
T ‘“ mised and even nullified by public aware- ¢

Laonaed C. ewi by s e o3 s ol s implementation, they y -

. X R be kept secret, . . I B
15 members of the Special Study Group, in' i, must O : e
'arsn r:ctm of consciencé? the reporjt,'s findpin'gs?;’... Clearly, the'report concludes, peace Is not ;. A"
are, he is said to.have said, so revolutionary- - desirable, either for social stability or for., *
-and far-reaching that they should be made'~" the survival of .the species. Yet evidence Is 7}
: ; . ; ; + %o suggested that the ‘war system may be, 1"
available for public discussion. : :
) . " 2. breaking down, Wwilly-nilly. The report there- |-
o It Is, of course,a hoax—but what a hoax! fore explores the application of some of jts "
© 157 [=a parody so elaborate and Ingenious and, .. findings to maintaining the war system;:
" [-in fact, so substantively original, acyte, in- v against the Possibilities of * peace, should:| |
+. | teresting and horrifying, that it will ‘}éceive,. “that be determined the most desirable
< | serious attention regardless. of its oriﬁt’_l:i..No"\ option. ' : e :
" one has yet admitted its true origin, an my -5~ T e TR TR RN
. calling i{ a hoax must be- taken as pure™ - b?:?P ort Fromt Ir;m l\éroutn tﬁht‘. Is a 30‘1:;.-: ,
. assertion—though it Is based, I think, on ¢ "2 biting conceptual an Sylistic parody of ')
‘clear. and ample internal evidence -+ vfv modern, sophisticated think tank specula-- .
- : p : b . tion. But it is a parody with a d:fference..
; o T , more suggestive and disturbing than funny,
; o thq Did Itz ) - ~e=in -fact, hardly funny at . all, It is ridic~
.- |.; . There-has beén much’ speculation about’ " ulous; it is'also a telling and odd]y lucld |
¢ [ the identity of the parodist: John'’Kenneth ;. outline of some Important theoretica] Pprob~ '
" Galbraith has been mentioned; so have Ken-"ij,; lems.of peace and war that have rarely been -}
: neth Boulding and other known strategic. i+ Admitted to jn public or in Private. .’ ')"'n'e' jw',‘ ,
« thinkers, on the questionable . assumption: ; Tenrlogw —_— hpid
that only an insider could have done it. But D
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, ¢ 'THE WOBBLIES: The Story of  Syndicatizn_ in' [
2o .| Kahn’s ‘Hudson Institute (It is maintained, """ - :,’;‘;eg"gf,%b‘;:gf&’: sBs%vgs.atrlch, Renshaw. 3121 -
© lewgce ! that “Iron Mountain® is near Hudson, N, Y)), o ) . RN
| etc., could have done it. My own guess is” " ‘The Wobblies wiore, of course, the Indus:..
that the report is the - work of Mr. Lewin ", trial Workers of the World, a labor move-
himself, perhaps with some consultative aid",: ment that expressed native American radis "
from the editors of Monocle magazine. Not ' -Calism from 1905 to 1924, What the Wobblies : |
“Ancidentally, Mr. Lewin put together the .. lacked in riumbers (they organized berhaps ...
| Splendid collection of political satire, “A ‘... t5hper cegt of-a}l tx;ad? uniomst;)jthey m?re.
| Treasu ¢ ol » 4 than made up for in fervor and in a vision"
v ot American Folitical Humor” iy of what Patrick Renshaw calls .“a fairer, |,
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b In any case, “me ort ‘From Iron Mou'n- i‘ worket:." Attracting chiefly unskilled or :‘
if Ine ase, . ] ] semiskllled;migrants, the LW, w. b
, . if:-tain” is a shocker, Its basic argument is that., - ¢ i
24 social stability *is, and hag .always been, [
© | based on a war .system; and that, contrary L
i to the “incorrect assumption that war, as an.. n, it not in |;
o {nstitutior;). ;’s su;)ordinate to’the sqcial sys~ oratory. (N K ;
Ciltem it is believed to serve, . « war itself {s: =, ifi e LW, which''} .
| i inrigarg oo This s presented ., THE Snifcance of Shoirpaye shieh'
il With intriguing reference to a variety of itm= . attention was in its concept of industrial’ |\
~[:portant economic, politica), . sociological, ™ unionism, which was the basis for the suc. [ ...
|}, &cological, culturai and sclentific “func. i’ cess of the-Committee on Industrial Organ. |
1 u:x;sdn:sfs“;g: &"“ the threat of war-or Pres... ization of the hineteeni-thirties. Mr, Ren | .
1P o war), v . “ shaw, who did some of his resrarch in this ;
The focus of the report, however, is on %/ country, approaches the LW.W, ag 3 scholar,:
. I' how social stability might be maintained In". - but as one with a warm heart for. his gub< :
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